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1 am writing today to express my CONCEms about the Department of Energy’s (DOE) proposed
revisions to the reporting guidelines under section 1605(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 1992

(EPACt).

As Chairman of the Climate Change Subcommittee, I have been actively involved in the debate |
on United States’ policy on climate change. I am pleased that President Bush has dedicated 2
substantial amount of resources to climate change research' and committed the nation to 2

N .

comprehensive strategy to reduce the greenhouse gas intensity of the American cconomy by 18

percent over 10 years.

During my service as Governor when I signed into law and implemented Ohio’s very successful

brownfields Voluntary Action Program that has resulted in over
around the state, I saw firsthand the success of voluntary programs.

100 sites being cleaned up
As a result of our interest in

climate change and support for voluntary initiatives, Senator Chuck Haget and I introduced an
amendment to the energy bill in~ 2002 to establish a national greenhouse gas registry. This
amendment attempted to replicate the success of Ohio’s brownfields law by providing incentives

for industry to get involved and reduce greenhouse gases.

President Bush also recognized the importance of incentives in his climate policy statement on
February 14, 2002. Specifically, he directed DOE and other federal agencies to provide
companies that undertake reductions credit and protection so they are not penalized in the event
of future regulatory policy changes. This policy position was repeated in the four-agency letter
to the President on July 8, 2002 that also included a recommendation that the Administration
engage in a process to evaluate the extent to which early actions qualify for credit. However, it
appears that the revisions DOE proposed on December 5, 2003 to the reporting guidelines under

section 1605(b) of EPAct do not provide the necessary mec
industry in the climate change program. '
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Additionally, the proposed guidelines may ultimately jeopardize the success of voluntary
programs because they contain a tiered system, which distinguishes between companies that
register and those that report. This system gives special recognition to registrants but does not
detail the benefit to companies of taking on the requirements over and above those of being a
reporter. Furthermore, the proposed process of moving from reporting to registering seems
overly cumbersome and may serve as 2 disincentive to register. Thus, the tiered system may
deter companies from participating and engaging in voluntary programs.

Finally, the proposed guidelines for registration focus on entity-wide reporting to the exclusion
of project-based reporting. However, it is my understanding that current emissions trading for
‘greenhouse gases are focused on project-based reductions. The proposal seems {0 overlook the
project-based greenhouse reduction activities of manufacturers, utilities, service companies, and

others.

I know that we share a deep interest in a workable reporting system that truly serves the interests
of the Adrainistration’s voluntary climate policy. I look forward to working with you on this
very important and timely matter. :

ey,

“Voinovich
UnitedStates Senator

Sincerely,

cc: Robert G. Card
Under Secretary for Energy, Science, and Environment
U.S. Department of Energy



